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The family of Stuart.
[A.D. 1773.
stopped at my lodgings in Piccadilly, and sat with me, drinking tea a second time, till a late hour.
I told him that Mrs. Macaulay said, she wondered how he could reconcile his political principles with his moral; his notions of inequality and subordination with wishing well to the happiness of all mankind, who might live so agreeably, had they all their portions of land, and none to domineer over another. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, I reconcile my principles very well, because mankind are happier in a state of inequality and subordination'. Were they to be in this pretty state of equality, they would soon degenerate into brutes;— they would become Monboddo's nation2;—their tails would grow. Sir, all would be losers were all to work for all:— they would have no intellectual improvement. All intellectual improvement arises from leisure; all leisure arises from one working for another.'
Talking of the family of Stuart3, he said,' It should seem that the family at present on the throne has now established as good a right as the former family, by the long consent of the people; and that to disturb this right might be considered as culpable. At the same time I own, that it is a very difficult question, when considered with respect to the house of Stuart. To oblige people to take oaths as to the disputed right, is wrong. I know not whether I could take them : but I do not blame those who do.' So conscientious and so delicate was he upon this subject, which has occasioned so much clamour against him.
Talking of law cases, he said,' The English reports, in general, are very poor: only the half of what has been said is taken down; and of that half, much is mistaken. Whereas, in Scotland, the arguments on each side are deliberately put in writing, to be considered by the Court. I think a
to adapt words; but he has succeeded very happily in these few lines. As I could sing the tune and .was fond of them, he was so good as to give me them. I preserve this little relic in his own handwriting with an affectionate care.'
1 See ante, i. 472, and post, April 7, 1776.
3 See ante, ii. 85.                                                  s See ante, i. 497.
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